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SUBJECT Tho Present Spanish Commupist Iine

25X1A6a

Irade-Unlon Activiiies

1. Until fairly recently, matters concerning the military seti-up ané¢ the
guerrillae have been the chief preoccupation of the Spanish Commvaist
Party. Now, however, the conquezt of the Union General de Travsjadores ‘
has become the main objective of the Party. i

2. The Communists lack caedres inside Spain, and the resistance groups complain
fregquently of the luck of politiczel directives. Xevertheless, the orders
now being glven to Party workers are $o dedicate all their efforia to
capturing the trade-union organizatlion, and 4o conduct themselver ag bast
ag they can in political matters. The subordination of the UGT is e
atep on the road to the Party's finsl objective, the provocation of a ;
general strike. To this end, an attempt is being made to set up factory ‘
and. shop committees in important fmeiories, to direet the fight c.ad .
eégg(r{]t::; orders. Some important results alresdy have been achieved.

g

3. The Communiste have ordered the Spaniards who are now in Russis snd in
Cen } o come %o Freace. (This order was previously reported
in W) Phe mejority of these Spaniards are young vecple who
went t0 those countries as childresn and who have become enginears,
teachers and speecipllized workers. The plen is to train then far.the
trade~union projsct and alsu to use them, if occasion ariess, in saboiage
work, Theee technicians have been qualifying themselves for techmicsl-
industrial and ecuposdc work in a norm=l world situation, but af prezent
they are being compalled %0 train for purely trade-union tasks, The
general strike ¢f 1 May in Euzkadl greatly lmpressed the Cowmualsts,

4, It mst not be concluded from the sbove that guerrilla and militory ]
activity has been abandomed. Golonsl Jose Antoalo Paz Mateos is in 25X1A2g
Casablanca to obtain weapons for the guerrillas. ([ilizevorted ’
Gol. Paz' trip to Casablanca.) He has been encountering some dirficulty.

In Casablanca greater obetacles thzn in Prance are presented by he
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authorities. The Coumunists are attempting to charter small boats to
smuggle the needed arms into Spain, .
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Gil Veloeo, Artillery Cantain, makes frequent trips inside Spein and is

in contact with the guerrillas, who recently have not funetioned to the
complete eatisfaction of the leaders, It is complained that undesiraple
elements have infiltrated them, which give them st times the aspuect of
bandit groups. The guerrillas complain, in their turn, that they do not
receive orders, The directorate of the guerrillas is thinking of using
small radio transmitters which until now they have not been able to use

for lack of technical personnel and because of the danger that the apparatus
would be localized by the Spanish authorities. The Communists are training
the guerrillas not only to.fight against Franco, out alsc for any subsequent
contingency. . . -

Recently there has been increased action against the ‘puerrillas by the
Spanl sh authorities, in the atterpt to isolate the various £rouvs and to
Treduce thelr sphere of activity. Indications are that the guerrillas
are preparing to increase the intensity of their activity next s»ring.

The Comzuniets nlso are in touch with some nilitery men in the Spanish

ariiy. For the moment the objective is not to incite them to revolt, but
rather to neutralize them and to attempt Lo convince thew thaé the Communists
are not as much to be femred as the Reglwe's vrovagands indicates. Some
officers and non-commlssioned officers are being a.roached, but the extent
of thle activity is not known. The guerrilla activitiea are carried on
indevendently of the vropaganda work among the ¥renco nilitary men.
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